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Dear members,

As President of the Cyprus-US Chamber of Commerce, I would like to thank you for your 
continuous support. Also, I would like to thank the entire Board for their leadership and 
countless hours of help and advice on how to drive the Chamber’s agenda forward. 
During the past 2 years we had a number of very successful events and initiatives. Below 
are some of the key highlights of the past 2 years:

• At our last two GALA events in 2018 and 2017 we honored Nicole Petallides (the first woman to be honored by the Chamber and Nikos 
Mouyiaris. Two individuals with glorious careers and extraordinary achievements in their respective fields. The events were held at the 
Union League Club.   We also had the first Emerging Leader Award of which was award to Christina Karapatakis, Investor Breakthrough 
Energies.

• We sponsored the first Capital Link Forum on Cyprus that took place in March 2017. The event was very successful, and the Chamber 
was featured throughout the event.

• The Chamber hosted two ‘Realized Cyprus’ events in NYC where young entrepreneurs from Cyprus presented to investors pitching their 
innovative businesses and seeking to raise capital.  The events were the first of a kind organized by our Chamber and our community 
in general. The second event was done in collaboration with Kinisis Ventures. As of today, many of the participating entrepreneurs have 
ongoing discussions with potential US investors.  

• Beginning of 2017, we started the J1 Visa program where we matched young professionals from Cyprus to companies here in the US for 
internships and/or training. Ten young engineers and IT professionals participated in the program and many of them are still here in NYC 
working at Mana Products.

• We have sponsored and held several important meetings with President Anastasiades, many ministers from the Cypriot government as 
well as other local business people such as Wilbur Ross, David Bonano from Third Point and Polis Hadjioannou which have further raised 
the profile of the Chamber.

• We facilitated an investor presentation in NYC by Cyprus Capital Partners, a Venture Capital fund that invests exclusively in Cypriot 
companies.

• We sponsored and assisted the KEVE in NYC in Dec 2017
• We co-hosted a Tax Reform seminar in early 2018
• Last but not least, we continued with the development of our Young Professionals division where the executive team of CYP and the rest 

of the CYP members are doing a great job in keeping the Chamber relevant with the younger generation. CYP has done a phenomenal job 
in promoting the Chamber through their events and they have attracted many young professionals to the Chamber. They have set the bar 

very high as to how a young professional’s organization should be run.

We are certainly able to accomplish many aspects of our mission and we certainly have much more to accomplish 
and achieve in the coming years especially in expanding our membership and services to our members. During last 
year’s elections we had some of our long-standing Board members step down. I would like to thank them for their 
time and efforts during their service. I would also like to welcome the new Board members and thank them for the 
great contributions they have already made.
This past year has brought us great events, celebrations and fun. However, it was also marked with sadness. First 
the loss of Dennis Droushiotis, a founding member and past President and Chairman of the Chamber and recently 
the loss of Nikos Mouyiaris, a Board member, entrepreneur and philanthropist and a great supporter of the Chamber, 
have left us all with a great sense of sadness. May their memory be eternal.
In closing, we are looking at the future with optimism. The economy of Cyprus is recovering with sectors such as 
energy, construction and tourism showing tremendous potential. The activities of ExxonMobil in Cyprus provide 
further evidence that American companies believe in Cyprus, its resources and its people. Cyprus is becoming a key 
player in the Eastern Mediterranean region both in terms of Energy and Counterterrorism activities proving to be a 
stability catalyst in the region. Additionally, we are very happy to see that the economy here in the US continuous to 
be strong. Our hope is that 2019 will be the year that the Cyprus political problem is solved. 

May 2019 be a blessed, healthy, happy and prosperous year for everyone.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAMBER  PRESIDENT,
NICOLAS NICOLAOU
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Welcoming the New Year with the Annual Vasilopita Party held jointly with the The Hellenic-American Chamber of 
Commerce; The Hellenic Medical Society; The Hellenic Lawyers Association Hellenic Professional Women, Inc.; HABA-
Hellenic American Association for Professionals in Finance 

December 11, 2018
The Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce held it’s annual Christmas Party at Hanover Greek, New York.  Attending were: 
Consul General of Cyprus Alexis Phedonos, Andy Comodromos, Chamber President Nicolas Nicolaou, Cyprus Trade 
Commissioner Aristos Constantine, Ms. Eliza Patsalidou and Mr. Michael Mavros.  Cypriot wines and food were featured. 
Music by Phytos Stratis.   Over 90 young Cypriot professionals were in attendance and fun was had by all singing the 
Kalanta

CHAMBER HOLDS ITS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

ANNUAL VASILOPITA EVENTEXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE   

NICOLAS NICOLAOU

PRESIDENT

CHAIRMAN
NICHOLAS KARACOSTAS, ESQ

VICE PRESIDENT
MICHAEL HADJILOUCAS

SECRETARY
MARIA PAPPAS

TREASURER
PETROULA LAMBROU

FOUNDING PRESIDENT

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
ANDREAS D. COMODROMOS CPA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANDREAS CHRYSOSTOMOU

DEMETRIOS D. COMODROMOS

CHRIS CHRISTOFOROU

THEO DAVID, F.A.I.A.

MARIA HADJIDEMETRIOU

PETER KAKOYIANNIS, ESQ.

COSTAS KELLAS

EVIS SAVVIDES

CHRISTINA SHAILAS

MICHAEL TANNOUSIS

VASSOS N. VASSILIOU

CYPRUS YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS

PRESIDENT
JOVANNA TANNOUSIS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DESPINA AXIOTAKIS

CELL:  201-981-5764

director@cyprususchamber.com

LEGAL COUNSEL
COSTA N. KENSINGTON, ESQ.   

ISSUE: 1 VOLUME: 12   JANUARY 25, 2019



www.cyprususchamber.com                 201.981.5764                 director@cyprususchamber.com          3

The Cypriot Young Professionals of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce and NEPOMAK USA 
presented Cyprus 44 Years Later- A Retrospective Look and Call to Action. (Photo by TNH/Costas Bej) 
Left to right: Jovanna Tannousis, Georgia Stavrou, Nick Tziazas, Eleni Hadjikyriakou, Michael Tannousis, 
Harris Enotiades, Christina Shailas, Argyris Eleftheriou, Kyriakos Papastylianou, Nicolas Nicolaou, and 
Despina Axiotakis. Credits: Eleni Sakellis June 7, 2018 

CYPRUS 44 YEARS LATER-
A RETROSPECTIVE LOOK AND CALL TO ACTION AT THE 
MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE IN ASTORIA ON JUNE 5.

The well-attended event brought together young people and leaders of the 
community interested in the Cyprus issue and what comes next in the 
struggle for justice for the divided island nation.

Former President of the CYP Christina Shailas, a first-generation Cypriot 
and Constantinople-Greek, born and raised in Queens, NY spoke movingly 
about her love for Cyprus and also of the need for the youth to become 
more involved in the cause.  Shailas thanked everyone for their presence 
at the event, including the diplomats, sponsors, and media who made 
the event possible. She noted that the goal of the event was to bring the 
community together, to feel empowered as a community, review the history 
and events that led us to the point we are at today, adding that we must 
“never forget what this beautiful island suffered.”

Among the powerfully moving stories shared during the event, Shailas, 
spoke about her neighbor, Xenis Thomas who was serving in the army 
at the time of the invasion of Cyprus in 1974 and his harrowing story of 
survival, being taken prisoner, hands and feet tied, piled like sacks on a 
ship, and transported to Turkey, not knowing if he would survive the ordeal. 
Thomas, who is one of the kindest people, always giving back to the 
community, was released as part of a prisoner exchange, Shailas said, and 
he told her his story one Sunday afternoon in his diner.

Chamber of Commerce President Nicolaou who was 9 years old at the time 
of the invasion noted that sometimes you have to ask for people to share 
their stories and added that the Board supports the young people in their 
efforts for Cyprus. A brief video featuring the first announcement of the 
invasion with the sirens blaring brought back the trauma of that Saturday 
morning in July of 1974 for Nicolaou and he noted that when he first heard 
it again in preparation for the event, he had to stop it because it was so 
frightening.

Federation of Cypriot American Organizations President Kyriakos 
Papastylianou congratulated the CYP and NEPOMAK for organizing the 
event, and pointed out that all the organizations support the youth coming 
forward to lead the fight for justice for Cyprus.

The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Cyprus to the United 
Nations Ambassador Kornelios Korneliou gave a brief outline of the Cyprus 
issue, the history, events, and explained where we are today, and where we 
can go from here. He said there is no other alternative but to continue the 
negotiations for the unity of Cyprus. As a member of the European Union 
and the UN, Cyprus must become a “normal state” as Amb. Korneliou said, 
quoting the UN Secretary General. Events need to be understood, but also 
the geography, he said, noting that Cyprus is an oasis of stability in the 
region and is a reliable and predictable ally of the United States and Israel, 
and has the full support of Greece.
 
A panel discussion followed in which Elena Marouletti- Founder/Executive 
Producer and host of AKTINA FM/TV, President AKTINA Productions, Inc., 
and CYPRECO Of America, Inc.; Stavros Kamilaris- who was serving in the 
army at the time of the invasion which happened directly in his village 
of Agios Georgios. Sophia Kotzia, and Effie Lekkas shared their emotional 
stories, bringing history to life for all those present. A video presentation 
also highlighted the call to action and many noted that 44 years is enough. 

PSEKA President Philip Christopher spoke movingly about the struggle for 
justice for Cyprus adding that all the young people must become involved 
in U.S. politics, by registering to vote and making their voices heard at 
the city, state, and federal levels of the government. He referred to the 
ongoing efforts for the missing of Cyprus and thanked Nikos Mouyiaris for 
his presence and years of support for the cause. The unity of Hellenism 
on Cyprus and the Greek national issues is the key for the future and for 
justice for Cyprus.

Among those present were Consul General of Greece in New York 
Konstantinos Koutras, the new Consul General of Cyprus Alexis Phedonos-
Vadet and his wife Melina, His Eminence Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, 
Menelaos Menelaou- Deputy Permanent Representative of Republic of 
Cyprus, Despina Axiotakis- Cyprus- U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director, and New York City Council Member Costa Constantinides.

Cards with the names of the missing were handed out as the attendees 
exited from the auditorium after the presentation, personalizing the tragedy 
for many who were not even born when the invasion of Cyprus took place. 
The cards with photos of young people never to be heard from or seen 
again by their families also serve as a reminder of the tremendous suffering 
the people have endured and the need for action.  A reception followed.  A 
raffle was also held for two tickets to Cyprus which was won by a student.

Philip Christopher Ambassador 
Kornelios Korneliou

Panelists at 
Cyprus 44 Years Later
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CYPRUS- U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HONORS NICOLE PETALLIDES AT GALA 
WITH DISTINGUISHED MERIT AWARD
AND CHRISTINA KARAPATAKIS
WITH THE EMERGING LEADERSHIP AWARD
CHRISTODOULOS ATHANASATOS MAY 8, 2018

The Cyprus- U.S. Chamber of Commerce honored Nicole Petallides Tsiolas 
with the Distinguished Merit Award at the annual gala in New York. 
(Photo by TNH/Costas Bej)

NEW YORK – The Cyprus- U.S. Chamber of Commerce honored Nicole 
Petallides- Fox Business anchor, with the Distinguished Merit Award at the 
May  2018 Gala in Manhattan. 

Visibly moved by the honor and supported by many of her relatives and 
friends, Petallides warmly thanked the Greek American and Cypriot 
community for providing the principles she grew up with. At the same 
time, she also referred to the difficult road in her early years in the highly 
competitive TV news industry which required many hours of hard work, 
until she stepped in front of the camera and received recognition. The 
presentation of the event was made by the former President of the Chamber, 
Nicholas Karacostas, while the Executive Director, Despina Axiotakis gave 
the welcoming remarks.  The Chamber President Nicolas Nicolaou thanked 
everyone for attending as well as the generous sponsors and  highlighted 
Nicole’s achievements.
Honoring Christina Karapatakis with the  “Emerging Leadership Award 
to who, despite her young age, is considered by executives as “key” to 

invest in the energy sector worldwide, having made last year’s Forbes 
30 under 30 list.“I have attended this event since 2013. Thank you very 
much to the President for the reception, acquaintances and contacts I have 
made but also the youth section, which includes a total of 600 members, 
of which 40 are in the administrative council. I come in contact with big 
energy entrepreneurs investing in start-up companies, especially in the 
U.S., and I hope soon to promote an investment in a Cypriot start-up,” said 
Karapatakis.

Among those present were the Consul General of the Republic of Cyprus, 
Vasilios Philippou, UN Permanent Representative, Kornelios Korneliou, 
Deputy Minister Menelaos Menelaou, the Consul General of Greece in 
New York Konstantinos Koutras, the Cyprus Trade Commissioner Aristos 
Constantine, the president of PSEKA, Phillip Christopher and President of 
the Cyprus Federation (FCAO) Kyriacos Papastylianou.

Photos Courtesy of Maria Tolios Photography
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THE CHAMBER ORGANIZED 
THE “SPACEOPS : WITH NEXT 
GENERATION SCIENTISTS
An event titled: “Prepare the next generation of scientists & grow the 
local space industry; Cyprus is one of only 21 countries with research 
at high level of SpaceOps” was organized by the Cyprus-US Chamber of 
Commerce, the Cyprus Young Professionals of the Cyprus-US Chamber of 
Commerce, in collaboration with the Cyprus Trade Center in New York. The 
event was well attended by the Consul General of Cyprus, Ambassador 
Vassilis Philippou, the Cyprus Trade Commissioner, Aristos Constantine, 
and the President of PSEKA, Phillip Christopher, as well as members of the 
Cypriot community in New York.
The President of the Cyprus-US Chamber, Nicos Nicolaou opened the event 
by welcoming the guests and briefly introduced the work done by the 
CSEO. In his opening remarks, he talked about the remarkable efforts made 
by the President of the CSEO, “Not in my wildest dreams I did not think that 
it would be possible we speak to Cyprus from space. We organized this 
event because we consider that it is the suitable moment for Mr Danos to 
inform on the work of CSEO in the Greek-American community”, Nicolaou 
said. During Danos’ presentation, he talked about the CSEO and highlighted 
the achievements and work done by their young professionals, as the team 
MarsSense was in the top four teams that were distinguished for the better 
student inquiring work in 2014. While in 2015 the team ArachnoBeea won 
the first place internationally in NASA Space AppsChallenge competition. 
“The Council of CSEO is based in Cyprus and allocates distinguished 
scientists from worldwide well known companies and countries such as 
the NASA, England, Canada, Italy, France, Russia, Israel and China. We are 
based in Cyprus because we believed that Cyprus has something unique 
because of the suitable locality, the equitable financing conditions and the 

essential human potential. Cyprus has powerful world support, powerful 
international network and more from 500 registered researchers”.
Special guests of the event were Dr Marcello Coradini (prominent NASA/
ESA Scientist) and the Mayor of Nicosia, Constantinos Yiorkadjis (via 
skype). Yiorkadjis saluted the efforts made by the CSEO and stressed that 
the Municipality of Nicosia supports the work of CSEO and mentioned 
the operation of the first spatial laboratory Copernicus Academy-Space 
Startups and stressed the need to create infrastructures that will strengthen 
the possibilities of the Organisation

MINISTERS OF ENERGY AND HEALTH PROMOTE 
CYPRUS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN NEW YORK
Ministers of Energy, Commerce, Industry & Tourism Yiorgos Lakkotrypis and 
Health George Pamborides were the main speaker in business forum that 
took place in New York,. Organised by the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (CCCI) in cooperation with the Cyprus-U.S.Chamber of 
Commerce the conference was entitled “Exploring international business 
opportunities in Cyprus or through Cyprus.”
A window of opportunity”. The panelists were: Ruth Fornell, Senior Vice 
President, Global Professional Services, NCR, Richard Shearer, Director, 
Nearchi Investment, Haris Kakoullis, Partner, KPMG Cyprus and George 
Chr. Pelaghias, Senior Associate & Head of Compliance, Pelaghias LLC. 
Moderator was the President of the Cyprus – U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Nicos Nicolaou.

CHAMBER PARTICIPATES AT CAPITAL LINK EVENT MARCH 2017 
Mr. Harris Georgiadis, Minister of Finance, Mr. Yiorgos Lakkortypis, Minister 
of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism and Mr. Marios Demetriades, 
Minister of Transport, Communications and Works, participated at the 
Capital Link event co-sponsored by our Chamber and addressed high level 
delegates from the US business, investment and finance communities.
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CYP RAISES FUNDS FOR 
CYPRIOT CHILDREN AT THE 
GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 
PARADE 2018
Lia D’Alessandro for the Cypriot Young Professionals

On March 26, 2018 members of the  
Cypriot Young Professionals (“CYP”), a subset of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, proudly marched with various organizations in the annual 
Greek Independence Day Parade on 5th Ave in NYC. Each year the 
organization participates to bring awareness to social and philanthropic 
issues affecting Greece and Cyprus, as well as support the Greek and 
Cypriot diaspora in the United States. 

CYP members supporting their fellow Hellenes at the 2018 Greek Independence Day 

Parade. CYP member Michael Tanousis (L), Owner 

Central Nick Neoclous (C), and Christina Shailas (R).

This year CYP has used this 
opportunity to raise funding for 
the Bridge of Hope and Solidarity 
charity. Founded in 2012 and lead 
by Effie Provata (President), Anna 
Prentas, Stephanie Katechis, and 
Sandy Kakavitsas, the Bridge 
of Hope and Solidarity exists to 
“offer financial and moral support 
to families of Greek descent in 
Greece and abroad.” Former 

CYP President Christina Shailas is the official Cyprus representative, and 
coordinates the purchase and distribution of desperately needed school 
supplies for children in Cyprus. 

In 2016, the Neapolis Gymnasium was the first school in Cyprus to be 
gifted five backpacks filled with school supplies for an entire year. To 
further support and expand the impact of this cause, CYP held their annual 

‘Greek Independence Day Parade After Party’  fundraiser at Nick Neocleous’ 
Central in Astoria, NY. “We were so pleased to have the opportunity to be 
able to help raise money for a great cause. As Greek Cypriot-Americans, 
we can never forget our heritage!” said Nick.  This years joint effort raised 
$1,500 which will be used to purchase backpacks and a years worth of 
school supplies for 27 students at Lefkara secondary school. This would be 
CYPs first donation to the organization. 

This summer CYP partnered with Eastpak Cyprus, which generously 
donated $50 per student in the form of an Eastpak backpack and pencil 
case. Lefkara Secondary School Principal Theoula Erotocritou, Assistant 
Principal Maria Othonos and former CYP President Christina Shailas 
personally packed all the bookbags with a special message from CYP 
members. 

 Lefkara Secondary School Principal Theoula Erotocritou, Assistant Principal 
Maria Othonos and former CYP President Christina Shailas. 

Lefkara Secondary School distributed these special packages in time for the 
2018 - 2019 school year to the 27 students identified as needing financial 
support. The students and their families were extremely appreciative of 
the support. 
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October 9, 2018
The Consul General of Cyprus, Mr. Alexis Phedonos hosted a luncheon 
for a group of AJC Westchester/Fairfield leaders, led by Mona Abramson, 
and attended by Mr. Philip Christopher, President of PSEKA, Mr. Kyriacos 
Papastylianou, President of Federation of Cypriot American Organizations, 
Mr. Nicos Paphitis, Executive Vice President of FCAO. The Cyprus-U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce was represented by our own Maria Pappas.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss issues of mutual interests 
among AJC (American Jewish Committee) and the Cypriot Community to 
explore opportunities for networking and exchange cultural ideas

 The Consul General of Cyprus arranged for a business lunch to meet 
the Consul General of Serbia, Mrs. Mirjana Zivkovic, the Vice President 
of Air Serbian Airlines, Mr. George Petkovic, and Leader of the Serbian 
Entrepreneurs in NYC, Mr. Milos Citakovic to discuss ideas of working 
together and exchanging ideas.     Attending from the Chamber were Nicos 
Nicolaou and Despina Axiotakis. From the FCAO, Kyriacos Papastylianou 
, Nicos Paphitis and Mr. Philip Christopher of PSEKA.

FAREWELL RECEPTION
FOR AMBASSADOR VASILIOS PHILIPPOU 
at Dionysos Restaurant.  Ambassador Philippou, Consul General of Cyprus 
in New York was transferred to Canada and wish him continued success.  
From left:  Theo David, Costas Kellas, Christina Shailas, Nicos Nicolaou, 
AmbassadorVasilios Philippou, Despina Axiotakis

SIX CYPRIOT FIRMS IMPRESS U.S. 
INVESTORS AT NEW YORK CITY EVENT
On May 2nd, Six Cyprus-based companies with a focus on American 
expansion presented their vision to nearly 100 U.S. investors and 
business leaders last week in New York City.

The “Cyprus Realized” event was a partnership between the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce and Kinisis Ventures Limited, a business acceleration company 
founded by Cypriot ex pats.
The six companies also participated in a variety of follow-up private investor 
meetings and Cyprus-US Chamber of commerce events that further exposed them 
to numerous American businesses with expertise in each’s specific field during 
their week-long visit to New York. The companies which participated were:
Chrysalis LEAP: The Nicosia-based business accelerator was founded in 
2013 to assist entrepreneurship and innovation in clean tech.  The company 
hosted the 2017 Climate Launchpad Global Grand Final which brought more 
than 100 startups from 35 countries to Cyprus and was won by Kenya’s Bio 
Alkanol which obtains liquid fuel from waste materials.
Coprime:  Founded in 2015, the company is headquartered in Limassol.  It 
has created a mobile business-to-business app for more than 70 wholesale 
companies in Cyprus and the U.K. and allows the commerce process to be quick 
and productive allowing for excellent customer satisfaction and repeat business.
NanoWeld: The Nicosia-based company has created a stronger and lighter 
approach to carbon fiber construction currently very popular in aerospace, civil 
engineering, military and sports. 
NIPD Genetics:  Based in Nicosia, the company was founded in 2010 as a spin-off 
from the Cyprus Institute of Neurology and Genetics.  Its non-invasive testing can 
be more comfortable, effective and accurate in the diagnosis and management 
of genetic diseases. NIPD Genetics has accounts in 20 different countries.
Proto.io – The company’s flagship product, Proto.io, has revolutionized mobile 
app prototyping that allows businesses to test and validate their app ideas 
with cost-effective prototypes before development. Clients include Disney, 
Nickelodeon, and ESPN, and the US-based company with offices in Nicosia 
has more than 600,000 subscribers.
Stagedoor: The company, which was founded in Nicosia, has transformed the 
London theatre experience and hopes to enter other major markets including 
New York City’s Broadway.  Their Stagedoor app has been downloaded nearly 
25,000 times since its launch and allows theatre lovers to follow their favorite 
actors, directors, writers and venues.  
The organizers and attendees were thrilled with the reception from the U.S. 
investment community and the work being done by the Cyprus-based firms.
“The presenters, and all of us with ties to Cyprus, have so much pride in the 
Cypriot ingenuity and entrepreneurism,” said Nicolas Nicolaou, president of 
the Cyprus–U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a non-profit organization dedicated 
to promoting trade and investment between the two countries. 
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In Memoriama 

NIKOS MOUYIARIS 
We wish to express our deep sadness over the loss of our good friend 
Mr. Nikos Mouyiaris.
Nikos was a founding member of the Chamber, a Board Member, a past 
recipient of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Merit 
Award, a Great Benefactor and Honorary Member.
Nikos was a strong supporter of so many worthwhile causes and he 
provided significant philanthropic support to the Elytis Chair at Rutgers, 
SOS Children’s Villages in Greece, and other organizations in the 
US, Greece and Cyprus. Nikos was a humble, kind and loving friend 
and knew “the power of one”. Nikos founded the Hellenic American 
Leadership Council (HALC) a professional organization run by paid 
professionals, to address some of our community’s challenges.
Nikos made a difference in the community and spent a lifetime making 
a difference, even if he had to do so alone. He was a true leader without 
seeking great titles. He supported the Chamber and the Cyprus Young 
Professionals in every possible way. He was loved by all and will be 
sorely missed. Thank you for everything and your sincere dedication to 
all things “Cypriot”
His favorite poet was Odysseos Elytis and favorite poem Οδυσσέα 
Ελυτη’

 Ένα το χελιδόνι κι η άνοιξη ακριβή 
για να γυρίσει ο ήλιος θέλει δουλειά πολλή 

Θέλει νεκρούς χιλιάδες να’ ναι στους τροχούς 
Θέλει κι οι ζωντανοί μας δίδουν το αίμα τους.

There is only one swallow so precious is the spring
to bring back the Sun takes a lot of work

it takes the dead, at the wheels in numbers by the thousands 
and blood from the living.

DENNIS DROUSHIOTIS
The Chamber was saddened to lose one of it’s founders and past 
president and chairman of the board, and former Trade Commissioner 
in New York.   Dennis was instrumental in so many things and especially 
his promotion of the Cypriot Cheese “Halloumi”.  He was coined the 
term “Mr. Halloumi” because of his promotion for so
Dennis C. Droushiotis, former Trade Commissioner of Cyprus to the 
United States, a dynamic New Yorker, champion of all things Greek-
Cypriot, passed away on September 14, 2017, at the age of 64 after 
a battle with cancer. Born in New Jersey to Cypriot immigrant parents, 
Dennis worked at his father’s Rahway Diner during his teenage 
and college years - and never losing the keen sense of hustle and 
business savvy that he learned there. Upon graduation from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University and after earning a Master of International Affairs 
degree from Columbia University, Dennis went on to devote much of 
his life to community activism and public service, establishing the 
first Cyprus Trade Center in the United States in 1977 and serving as 
Trade Commissioner until his 2005 retirement. An exemplary diplomat 
and professional, Dennis truly embodied the spirit of public service. 
Gregarious, generous, and warm-hearted, he earned many friends not 
only for himself, but also for his beloved Cyprus. As Trade Commissioner, 
his tireless efforts to open the U.S. market for Cypriot products - 
particularly for halloumi cheese and Commandaria wine - resulted in 
an exponential increase from $700,000 to over $32 million in exports 
during his 28-year tenure. One of his most gratifying accomplishments 
came in 1990 when he successfully obtained a U.S. registration mark 
for halloumi and secured the U.S. market for this national cheese of 
Cyprus - an achievement that earned him the nickname “Mr. Halloumi.” 
He also helped found the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 1997, 
serving as its president and board chairman. In 2000, he received 
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor Award in recognition of his service. In 
Dennis’ memory, two scholarships have been established.
 
MAY NIKOS AND DENNIS REST IN PEACE!
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Mission Statement
To promote and extend the commercial, industrial, 

And economic relations between the republic of cyprus 
and the united states and the development of commercial 

exchanges between their respective industries, trades, 
and business, and to give every assistance to its members 

to attain their business aims both in the united states and 
in cyprus as well as other countries.
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The Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Inc. is a non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to promoting trade and investment flows between Cyprus and the United 
States and to foster business opportunities and closer ties amongst its own members 
and the greater business community in the United States.

PROGRAMS & BENEFITS
The Chamber sponsors a number of events on current development of interest to its members.  
These includes breakfast briefings, special invitations on foreign investments seminars, recep-
tions to meet visiting Cypriot dignitaries and ministers; matchmaker” receptions with Cypriot 
businessmen, lawyers, bankers, accountants.

Other Benefits include:

• Networking opportunities for the benefit of our members
• Advice on planning a business trip to Cyprus
• Updates on current business conditions and trends in Cyprus, emerging opportunities, 

changes in tax and impact regulations, etc.
• Special briefings on choosing an attorney and accounting firm, introductions to other 

American companies and to banks in Cyprus
• Specialized advice from the Chamber’s Committee chairperson in the areas of Foreign In-

vestments, Legal Affairs, Banking, Trade and Tourism Opportunities, etc.
• Access to the Chamber’s databank for trade opportunities in Cyprus and beyond
• Special  member discounts for goods and services (to be announced as  they become avail-

able)

PUBLICATIONS
• Quarterly newsletter on current and future business conditions
• Access to reports issued by the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism, Ministry of 

Finance, Central Bank of Cyprus
• Access to the business library of the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry, includ-

ing directories, private sector brochures and government publications.
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CYPRUS-U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.
(a tax exempt organization under Section 501 (c) (6) of the IRC) 

director@cyprususchamber.com www: cyprususchamber.com    (201) 981-5764

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MEMBERSHIP DUES FEES

Individual Membership Renewal  
$100  

Please click here
to Pay with PayPal

 Corporate Membership Renewal  
$250  

Please click here
to Pay with PayPal

Patron Membership Renewal 
 $500  

Please click here
to Pay with PayPal

Membership dues may be deductible as an ordinary business expense under section 162 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Listing in Directory and new member listing in newsletter and website.

Form of Payment:     Check                 Cash           Credit Card:  ( Master Card,  Visa,  American Express ) 

Card Holder          Authorized Amount

Number         Expiration Date    CVV2

Please make checks payable to the Cyprus U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Inc.  

Return to:  Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce,  PO Box 56095, Astoria, New York 11105

 MEMBERSHIP PROFILE

Name         Title

Company Name

Address

City       State      Zip

Tel       Cell

Email       Web

Type of Business/Industry/Profession

Please include a paragraph or two describing your business 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7B3G8E65Y6VWY
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GK3XBTUXADK4S
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GK3XBTUXADK4S
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=K5GU835TPS7E2
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P U B L I C A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N

Published by The Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce
c/o 55 Paramus Road.  Paramus, New Jersey 07652

Web:  cyprususchamber.com
Email:  director@cyprususchamber.com

Phone:  201-981-5764
Managing Director:  Despina Axiotakis

Editorial Board:  Nicolas Nicolaou, Petroula Lambrou, Jovanna Tannousis, Lia D’Allesandro

The CYPRUS-US Chamber of Commerce, a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting trade 
and investment between Cyprus and the United States 

Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Inc. a tax exempt organization under Section 501 (c) (6) of 
the IRC) email: director@cyprususchamber.com www: cyprususchamber.com

THE CYPRUS - U.S. 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.

Upcoming Events
REMAKING CYPRUS: 

A new era of vertical + horizontal development
March 26, 2019 

 
CHAMBER ANNUAL GALA

Honoring Exxon Mobil
Friday, May 3, 2019 
Union League Club


